Relationship between secretory IgA, IgA-containing (C3-fixing) circulating immune complexes, and complement components (C3, C4) in patients with obstructive jaundice.
Serum secretory IgA, IgA-containing circulating immune complexes (IgA-CIC), complement components, and major immunoglobulins were measured in patients with biliary tract stones and/or tumors of the biliary tract or pancreas. The levels of secretory IgA and total IgA were increased in patients with and without obstructive jaundice. The levels of both C3 and C4 were significantly higher in patients with or without obstructive jaundice than in healthy controls. In patients with obstructive jaundice the increased levels of secretory IgA, total IgA, and IgA-CIC were correlated with the increase of C3 but not with that of C4.